
6th Grade/Reading-Unit 1-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113790
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Perspective, Empathy and Cause/Effect
In this unit, students will analyze the literary elements of plot, point of view, and characters’ response to conflict to determine the theme or central idea of a story or drama and to
develop summaries of stories. In order to think deeply about characters, students will consider complex character traits, investigate how setting shapes characters, and analyze
characters as a vehicle for themes.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Key Ideas and Details
Cite textual evidence and make relevant
connections to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text (RL.6.1)
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
how it is conveyed through particular details;
provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments (RL.6.2)
Describe how a particular story’s or
drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes
as well as how the characters respond or
change as the plot moves toward a
resolution (RL.6.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a
specific word choice on meaning and tone (RL.6.4)
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of
a text and contributes to the development of the
theme, setting, or plot (RL.6.5)
Explain how an author develops the point
of view of the narrator or speaker in a text
(RL.6.6)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of the year read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above,

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Characters evolve as a plot develops and approaches

resolution.

U2 Authors achieve their purpose by deliberately
controlling what the reader knows through point of
view.

U3 Readers identify with the characters in texts (“heroes”
and “villains”) to connect and analyze one’s own
actions in the real world.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do the actions of characters help readers

construct meaning of the text?

Q2 How does the point of view influence how the story is
told? How does point of view influence my
understanding of a text?

Q3 Why read fictional text?  How can connecting to
characters’ issues in texts have an impact on building
our empathy and advocacy in the real world?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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scaffolding as needed. (RL.6.9)
Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (SL.6.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.6.1)

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)

Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Plot
Episodes
Characters/Character Traits
Resolution
Dialogue
Point of view/perspective
Narrator
First person point of view
Second person point of view
Third-person limited point of view
Third-person omniscient point of view

K2 Techniques an author uses to develop point of view.

K3 Authors use a character’s perspective, attitudes, and
personalities to develop a point of view

K4 Authors use the voice in which they tell the story, first
person, second person, third person limited and third
person omniscient

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can explain how the plot of a story or play

progresses, noting how characters evolve.

S2 I can describe the techniques an author uses to
establish a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view.

S3 I can cite a piece of evidence from text to support an
inference.

S4 I can identify a theme or central idea, and providing
an objective summary of a text

S5 I can use context clues to understand the meaning of
words of phrases in the text and understand how word
choice impacts the tone and meaning of the text
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of a word or phrase (L.6.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible) (L.6.4B)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.6.5)

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification)
in context (L.6.5A)
Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to
better understand each of the words (L.6.5B)
Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical,
unwasteful, thrifty) (L.6.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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6th Grade/Reading-Unit 2-Informational

Unit #: Chest-00113791
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry and Connections
Nonfiction comes in a variety of forms, media, and structures. In this unit, students will analyze informational text to determine the central idea and the overall structure of the text to
determine the meaning of the text. Students will summarize the text without commenting on or evaluating it.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Key Ideas and Details
Cite textual evidence and make relevant
connections to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text. (RI.6.1)
Determine a central idea of a text and how
it is conveyed through particular details;
provide a summary of the text distinct
from personal opinions or judgments
(RI.6.2)
Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in
a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).
(RI.6.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative,
connotative, and technical meanings. (RI.6.4)
Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph,
chapter, or section fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the development of
the ideas (RI.6.5)
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose
in a text and explain how it is conveyed in the
text (RI.6.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Integrate information presented in different
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively)
as well as in words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue. (RI.6.7)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Readers cite textual evidence and draw inferences

from the text to provide a foundation for
understanding.

U2 Readers determine central ideas of the text by
examining specific details throughout the text.

U3 Readers compare, infer, synthesize, and make
connections (e.g., What does this remind me of in my
life?  How does this relate to my life?) to make text
personally relevant and useful.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How can I prove what I have learned from the text?

Q2 What is the author trying to tell me? How do I
demonstrate my understanding of a text’s central
idea?

Q3 How can I make personal connections to nonfiction
text?  How does the study of nonfiction help me
construct my understanding of the world around me?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) one author's
presentation of events with that of another (e.g.,
a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person) (RI.6.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of the year read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.6.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Interpret information presented in diverse media
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or
issue under study. (SL.6.2)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (SL.6.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.6.1)

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
identify and use strategies to improve

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key terms/Vocabulary

Textual evidence
Inferences
Explicit
Analyze
Fact
Opinion
Central idea
Supporting details 
Summary
Objective
Judgement

K2 Readers construct meaning from various forms of text
by determining central ideas

K3 Readers make connections to the text to foster
understanding.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can objectively summarize and cite evidence from

the text that supports inferences and explicit analysis.

S2 I can draw inferences from the text and provide
textual evidence for support

S3 I can determine the central ideas and cite text
evidence to explain.

S4 I can clearly distinguish between fact and opinion

S5 I can make connections to the text to help me
understand the topic and the world around me.
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expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)
Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)

Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase (L.6.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible) (L.6.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech (L.6.4C)
Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary) (L.6.4D)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.6.5)

Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to
better understand each of the words (L.6.5B)
Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical,
unwasteful, thrifty) (L.6.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
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Alignment Code Learning Activities
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6th Grade/Reading-Unit 3-Literature

Unit #: Chest-00113792
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Critical Awareness
This unit asks students to consider how power, perspective, and positioning help to shape narratives’ themes, and to learn how reading across genres can also help to develop a more
researched view of an issue in society. In order for students to truly understand other places and cultures it is essential for them to read across various texts to get a more researched
view. (This unit serves as a practical introduction to critical literacy, in this case focusing on reading to identify and study the social issues that are woven into the fabric of middle
grades and young adult fiction.)
Students will examine how various forms and genres (e.g., stories and poems, historical and fantasy stories) treat similar themes and topics, noting the similarities and differences in
their respective approaches.  They will examine how an author introduces and develops a theme or idea through specific details and they will summarize the text without commenting
on or evaluating it.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Key Ideas and Details
Cite textual evidence and make relevant
connections to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text (RL.6.1)
Determine a theme or central idea of a text
and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text
distinct from personal opinions or
judgments (RL.6.2)
Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot
unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how
the characters respond or change as the plot
moves toward a resolution (RL.6.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative and
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a
specific word choice on meaning and tone (RL.6.4)
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of
a text and contributes to the development of the
theme, setting, or plot (RL.6.5)
Explain how an author develops the point of
view of the narrator or speaker in a text (RL.6.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Strategic readers use the particular details in a text to

determine central idea and/or theme.

U2 Effective/Strategic readers compare and contrast how
authors treat similar themes, topics and events.

U3 Critical literacy helps us to read texts in deeper, more
meaningful ways (e.g., questioning the author’s
intentional choice of words, point of view, purpose,
and structure); words are powerful.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do strategic readers create meaning from text?

Q2 How do I use compare and contrast to better
understand what I read?  What can I learn from a
comparison of texts written in different forms/genres?

Q3 Why do writers choose the words they do?  What
effect do the author’s words have on me, the reader? 
How do our experiences shape us (as readers/as
writers)?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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Compare and contrast the experience of reading
a story, drama, or poem to listening to or
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the
text, including contrasting what they “see” and
“hear” when reading the text to what they
perceive when they listen or watch (RL.6.7)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g.
practical knowledge, historical/cultural
context, and background knowledge) texts
in different forms or genres (e.g., stories
and poems; historical novels and fantasy
stories) in terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics. (RL.6.8)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of the year read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above,
scaffolding as needed. (RL.6.9)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Interpret information presented in diverse media
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or
issue under study. (SL.6.2)
Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported
by reasons and evidence from claims that are
not. (SL.6.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (SL.6.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Compare/contrast
Background knowledge
Theme
Textual evidence
Genres

K2 Readers critically analyze a variety of texts and can
reflect on and make connections to their themes and
ideas

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can objectively summarize the theme or central idea

of a text

S2 I can read and reflect upon a variety of genres and
compare and contrast their themes

S3 I can use my background knowledge and experiences
to make meaning of the text

S4 I can recognize and explain how an author develops
the point of view in a text

S5 I can identify common issues in texts and make
connections
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or speaking (L.6.1)
Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)

Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase (L.6.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible) (L.6.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech (L.6.4C)
Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary) (L.6.4D)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.6.5)

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification)
in context (L.6.5A)
Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to
better understand each of the words (L.6.5B)
Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical,
unwasteful, thrifty) (L.6.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
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and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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6th Grade/Reading-Unit 4-Information/Literary Nonfiction

Unit #: Chest-00113793
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Inquiry and Critical Literacy
In Unit 3, students wrestled with issues about who has power, perspective, and positioning in the various texts they read. These same questions and concepts can now be applied to a
more global setting. Students will combine what they have learned in ELA about critical literacy with what they are learning in social studies. In addition to finding answers to critical
literacy questions, students will explore how authors use connotative, figurative, and technical language to convey meaning and tone. Additionally, they will learn how multiple authors
convey their purpose and point of view through their presentation of events.
Students will determine the main idea or theme in a text and will examine how the author introduces and develops this idea or theme through specific details, summarizing the text
without commenting on or evaluating it.  They will figure out what words and phrases mean in context, taking into consideration both their figurative and connotative meanings and the
impact of these words on the text.
When reading literary text, students will describe the techniques the author uses to establish and elaborate on the narrator’s or speaker’s point of view in the text.
When reading informational text, students will infer the author’s point of view or objective, describing the techniques used to express his/her perspective and purpose in this text.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Key Ideas and Details
Cite textual evidence and make relevant
connections to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text (RL.6.1)
Determine a theme or central idea of a text
and how it is conveyed through particular
details; provide a summary of the text
distinct from personal opinions or
judgments (RL.6.2)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific
word choice on meaning and tone (RL.6.4)
Explain how an author develops the point
of view of the narrator or speaker in a text
(RL.6.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Compare and contrast the experience of reading
a story, drama, or poem to listening to or
viewing an audio, video, or live version of the
text, including contrasting what they “see” and

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Read, comprehend, and analyze complex and diverse texts in order to be successful in an ever-changing world.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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“hear” when reading the text to what they
perceive when they listen or watch (RL.6.7)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) texts in different forms
or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical
novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their
approaches to similar themes and topics. (RL.6.8)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of the year read and comprehend
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems
at grade level text-complexity or above,
scaffolding as needed. (RL.6.9)

Key Ideas and Details
Cite textual evidence and make relevant
connections to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from
the text. (RI.6.1)
Determine a central idea of a text and how
it is conveyed through particular details;
provide a summary of the text distinct
from personal opinions or judgments
(RI.6.2)
Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in
a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes).
(RI.6.3)

Craft and Structure
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings. (RI.6.4)
Determine an author’s point of view or
purpose in a text and explain how it is
conveyed in the text (RI.6.6)

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Integrate information presented in different
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively)
as well as in words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue. (RI.6.7)
Trace and evaluate the argument and specific
claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are
supported by reasons and evidence from claims
that are not (RI.6.8)
Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and
background knowledge) one author's
presentation of events with that of another (e.g.,
a memoir written by and a biography on the
same person) (RI.6.9)

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity
By the end of the year read and comprehend
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity
or above, with scaffolding as needed. (RI.6.10)

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Curiosity in a topic leads to research (reading) that

draws on several sources; the inquiry is refocused
when appropriate, to answer questions and share
learning with others.

U2 An author introduces and develops an idea or theme
through specific details.

U3 Readers can respond analytically to text when they
understand the reason behind the author’s intentional
choice of words, point of view, and structure; authors
achieve their purpose by controlling what the reader
knows through the choices they make.

U4 Authors intentionally develop mood and tone through
word choice and figurative language.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does inquiry lead to learning?

Q2 How does an author use specific details to convey a
text’s theme/central idea?

Q3 How does an author’s style reflect a text’s purpose
and contribute to the understanding of a text?  How
does point of view influence my understanding of a
text?  How does an author’s choices affect what I
know?

Q4 What effect do the author’s words have on me, the
reader? How is the author’s tone reflected in his or
her word choice?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Theme
Central ideas
Point of view/perspective
Summary
Facts
Judgements/opinions
Inquiry
Figurative 
Connotative meanings 
Author’s purpose
Narrator

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can determine the theme or central idea of a text

S2 I can objectively summarize the theme and central
ideas of a text.

S3 I can identify the point of view and describe how the
author develops it

S4 I can understand and explain the author’s point of
view and purpose

S5 I can use context clues to determine the meanings of
terms and understand how they influence the text
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Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Interpret information presented in diverse media
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or
issue under study. (SL.6.2)
Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported
by reasons and evidence from claims that are
not. (SL.6.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas
logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts,
and details to accentuate main ideas or themes;
use appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., eye
contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation). (SL.6.4)
Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics,
images, music, sound) and visual displays in
presentations to clarify information. (SL.6.5)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.6.1)

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
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identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)

Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a
sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase (L.6.4A)
Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin
affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a
word (e.g., audience, auditory, audible) (L.6.4B)
Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech (L.6.4C)
Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary) (L.6.4D)

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language,
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings
(L.6.5)

Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification)
in context (L.6.5A)
Use the relationship between particular words
(e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to
better understand each of the words (L.6.5B)
Distinguish among the connotations
(associations) of words with similar denotations
(definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical,
unwasteful, thrifty) (L.6.5C)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)
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Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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6th Grade/Writing-Unit 1-Narrative

Unit #: Chest-00113794
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Creativity and Identity

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences or events using effective technique,
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured
event sequences. (W.6.3)

Engage and orient the reader by
establishing a context and introducing a
narrator and/or characters; organize an
event sequence that unfolds naturally and
logically (W.6.3A)
Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue,
pacing, and description, to develop
experiences, events, and/or characters
(W.6.3B)
Use a variety of transition words, phrases,
and clauses to convey sequence and signal
shifts from one time frame or setting to
another (W.6.3C)
Use precise words and phrases, relevant
descriptive details, and sensory language
to convey experiences and events (W.6.3D)
Provide a conclusion that follows from the
narrated experiences or events. (W.6.3E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) (W.6.4)
With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.6.5)
Use technology, including the Internet, to

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writers create narratives, both personal and

imagined, which include vivid details that describe
characters and events and include various effective
narrative techniques

U2 Writers find inspiration from their lives and
meaningful, personal experiences; they share their
perspective (beliefs and experiences) through their
writing.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do I organize and strengthen my writing by

including effective narrative techniques?

Q2 How can I use my writing to share my beliefs and
experiences?  To what extent does my writing reflect
my beliefs and experiences--my identity?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
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produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a
single sitting. (W.6.6)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.6.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (SL.6.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.6.1)

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of

What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Dialogue
Sensory details
Setting
Resolution
Transitional words/phrases
Clause
Characters
Sequence
Plot
Event
Mood
Characters
Narrator
Point of view 

K2 The structure and sequence of narrative writing 

K3 Various techniques included in effective narrative
writing

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write narratives, both real and imagined which

follow a logical structure and sequence, include
precise language and dialogue so that the reader can
understand the characters, the plot and message.

S2 I can use appropriate transition words, phrases, or
clauses to clearly indicate changes in events, the
mood, or the setting

S3 I can write a conclusion that brings a sense of closure
to the reader

S4 I can craft meaningful dialogue
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standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.6.2)

Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes)
to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.
(L.6.2A)
Spell correctly. (L.6.2B)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)

Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech (L.6.4C)
Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary) (L.6.4D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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6th Grade/Writing-Unit 2-Informational/Research

Unit #: Chest-00113795
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Research and Relevance
This unit builds on the previous work students have done in informational writing but stretches sixth-graders to tackle increasingly sophisticated ways to understand and critique
information, to improve upon it, and to take action by explaining it thoroughly to others. 
Students will answer a research question through a brief investigation, using multiple sources, and adjusting the focus of that inquiry when necessary.  Students will draw on what they
have learned to write a detailed and cohesive informational text on this topic and they will deliver this information in a presentation that incorporates multimedia components and/or
visual displays of information.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content. (W.6.2)

Introduce a topic and organize ideas,
concepts, and information, using text
structures (e.g., definition, classification,
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.)
and text features (e.g., headings, graphics,
and multimedia) when useful to aiding
comprehension. (W.6.2A)
Develop the topic with relevant facts,
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or
other information and examples. (W.6.2B)
Use appropriate transitions to clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.
(W.6.2C)
Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the
topic. (W.6.2D)
Establish and maintain a formal/academic
style, approach, and form (W.6.2E)
Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from the information or
explanation presented. (W.6.2F)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, voice and style are

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
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appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) (W.6.4)
With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.6.5)
Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a
single sitting. (W.6.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects to answer
a question, drawing on several sources and
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate.
(W.6.7)
Gather relevant information from multiple print
and digital sources; assess the credibility of each
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism
and providing basic bibliographic information for
sources. (W.6.8)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.6.9)

Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not”).
(W.6.9B)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.6.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that

What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 Writing to explain requires a confident tone, specific

word choice, and clear organization.

U2 Effective writers provide a thoughtful and insightful
explanation of a topic/issue as a whole by conducting
research and gathering valid evidence on their subject
from multiple sources.

U3 Multimedia components and visual displays of
information in a presentation provide clarity for the
audience.

U4 Topics and issues that cause readers to compare,
infer, synthesize, and make connections (e.g., What
does this remind me of in my life?  How does this
relate to my life?) are personally relevant and
meaningful.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How does what and why I write influence how I write?

Q2 How does research make my writing more believable?
How does a writer convey information accurately?

Q3 What makes a speaker easy to follow?  How can I help
the listener understand me?  What does it mean to be
an effective communicator?

Q4 What makes my writing relevant?  Why would
someone want to read what I have written?

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Research
Informative/explanatory
Compare/contrast
Text features
Transition words/phrases
Multimedia components
Text structure
Classification/description
Compare/Contrast
Cause/effect structure

K2 Writers conduct research to provide factual
information to the readers

K3 Writers use precise language to inform their readers

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can develop a topic to explore

S2 I can follow the writing process to produce a clear and
cohesive informational piece

S3 I can research various forms of printed and digital
materials to include relevant information in my pieces.

S4 I can assess the credibility of my sources

S5 I can quote or succinctly paraphrase information

S6 I can research a variety of sources to accurately
answer my questions

S7 I can refine my inquiry when needed

S8 I can write strong concluding statements that bring a
sense of closure to my reader

S9 I can present my information in a variety of formats
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contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Interpret information presented in diverse media
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or
issue under study. (SL.6.2)
Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported
by reasons and evidence from claims that are
not. (SL.6.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas
logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts,
and details to accentuate main ideas or themes;
use appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., eye
contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation). (SL.6.4)
Include multimedia components (e.g.,
graphics, images, music, sound) and visual
displays in presentations to clarify
information. (SL.6.5)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (SL.6.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.6.1)

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.6.2)

Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes)
to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.
(L.6.2A)
Spell correctly. (L.6.2B)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)
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Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech (L.6.4C)
Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary) (L.6.4D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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6th Grade/Writing-Unit 3-Argument

Unit #: Chest-00113796
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Causation and Transformation
In this unit, students will build on the work of writing an argument they did in a previous unit. They will deepen their understanding of the elements of an effective argument and how
those pieces fit together in order to maximize a person’s ability to communicate their position. In order to build their argumentative skills, students will participate in evidence-based
debates. This unit is best taught paired with the reading Unit 3. Students will take a stance on a social issue and they will develop their claim by considering the causes and/or effects of
the issue.
Students will search for and collect useful information from a range of sources, both print and digital, determining the quality of these sources (i.e., credibility and accuracy) and
quoting or paraphrasing others’ ideas, taking care not to plagiarize and including some citation details about each source while composing an argumentative piece in support of a
claim/stance.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence. (W.6.1)

Introduce claim(s) and organize the
reasons and evidence clearly. (W.6.1A)
Support claim(s) with clear reasons and
relevant evidence, using credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of
the topic or text (W.6.1B)
Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify
the relationships among claim(s) and
reasons. (W.6.1C)
Establish and maintain a formal/academic
style, approach, and form. (W.6.1D)
Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from the argument presented
(W.6.1E)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) (W.6.4)
With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.6.5)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 A compelling argument draws on valid evidence from

a variety of sources to support a claim through sound
reasoning.

U2 Critical thinkers do not automatically believe
everything they see, hear, or read; they ask questions
to assess the credibility and relevance of what they
have read, seen, or heard.

U3 We are moved to social action in response to social
injustices; we can use our words (spoken/written) to
engage in social action.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers form compelling arguments that

impact readers for change?

Q2 How do I know what to believe in what I see, hear,
and read?  How can I put other people’s ideas into my
own words?

Q3 How can writers serve as agents of change in
society?  How can words change the world?
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Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a
single sitting. (W.6.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several sources and
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. (W.6.7)
Gather relevant information from multiple
print and digital sources; assess the
credibility of each source; and quote or
paraphrase the data and conclusions of
others while avoiding plagiarism and
providing basic bibliographic information
for sources. (W.6.8)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.6.9)

Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature
(e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different
forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems;
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms of
their approaches to similar themes and topics”).
(W.6.9A)
Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not”).
(W.6.9B)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.6.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,
and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under

Acquisition

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Claims
Evidence
Reasons
Credible sources
Conclusion
Argument
Debate
Evidence-based
Social Issues 
Paraphrase

K2 Writers express claims and provide evidence and
reasoning to effectively communicate their argument

K3 Writers analyze and evaluate their sources

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can write clear arguments which I support with

strong evidence and reasoning

S2 I can research credible sources to gather evidence

S3 I can craft a strong conclusion that brings a sense of
closure to my argument

S4 I can evaluate both digital and print sources

S5 I can accurately quote and effectively paraphrase
information

S6 I can actively and respectfully engage in debates with
my peers

S7 I can verbally present clear and succinct reasons to
support my claim
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discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported
by reasons and evidence from claims that are
not. (SL.6.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas
logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts,
and details to accentuate main ideas or themes;
use appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., eye
contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation). (SL.6.4)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (SL.6.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.6.1)

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.6.2)

Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes)
to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.
(L.6.2A)
Spell correctly. (L.6.2B)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)

Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
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to find the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech (L.6.4C)
Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary) (L.6.4D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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6th Grade/Writing-Unit 4-Argument/Public Speaking

Unit #: Chest-00113800
Team: Kim Brandon (Author), Jennifer Ancelo, Antoinette
DiEleuterio

Grade(s): 6
Subject(s): English Language Arts
Course(s): 6th Grade ELA

Unit Focus

A Study in Stance and Purpose
Students will follow the writing process to produce a piece of writing that effectively conveys their purpose and point of view regarding a concept/topic/idea/person studied in social
studies (or other content area). In the Reading Unit 4, students explore how authors use connotative, figurative, and technical language to convey meaning and tone as well as
different ways to structure writing to convey purpose and point of view. Students will draw on what they have learned from these mentor texts as they compose their piece in the
structure that is most appropriate for their purpose. Students will engage in some type of public forum to share their writing.

Stage 1: Desired Results
Established Goals Transfer

Standards

New Jersey Student Learning Standards
English Language Arts: 6-6

Write arguments to support claims with clear
reasons and relevant evidence. (W.6.1)

Introduce claim(s) and organize the
reasons and evidence clearly. (W.6.1A)
Support claim(s) with clear reasons and
relevant evidence, using credible sources
and demonstrating an understanding of
the topic or text (W.6.1B)
Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify
the relationships among claim(s) and
reasons. (W.6.1C)
Establish and maintain a formal/academic
style, approach, and form. (W.6.1D)
Provide a concluding statement or section
that follows from the argument presented
(W.6.1E)

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information
through the selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content. (W.6.2)

Introduce a topic and organize ideas, concepts,
and information, using text structures (e.g.,
definition, classification, comparison/contrast,
cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g.,
headings, graphics, and multimedia) when
useful to aiding comprehension. (W.6.2A)
Develop the topic with relevant facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or other information
and examples. (W.6.2B)

What kinds of long-term, independent accomplishments are desired? Students will be able to independently use their
learning to...
T1 Write for a variety of purposes, tasks and audiences utilizing the writing process to respond analytically, to

challenge thinking, or to convey meaning from/to literary and informational sources.

T2 Engage in discourse that fosters respect for a variety of viewpoints, and provides opportunities for justifying beliefs,
ideas and information.

Meaning

Understanding(s) Essential Question(s)
What specifically do you want students to understand? What
inferences should they make? Students will understand
that...
U1 A compelling argument draws on valid evidence from

a variety of sources to support a claim through sound
reasoning.

U2 Strong speakers make deliberate choices regarding
organization, visuals/multimedia components, and
language to capture the audience’s attention, clarify
information, and maintain the audience.

U3 Words have power; we can harness the power of our
words to speak and write from a strong sense of
personal, social, and civic responsibility.

What thought-provoking questions will foster inquiry,
meaning making, and transfer? Students will keep
considering...
Q1 How do writers form compelling arguments that

impact readers for change? What makes an argument
effective?

Q2 How does the way I organize my presentation affect
how my audience hears and understands the
message?  How will I know if I have convinced my
audience?

Q3 How can I harness the power of written and spoken
words to advocate for my beliefs/others?  How can
words change the world?

Acquisition
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Use appropriate transitions to clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts. (W.6.2C)
Use precise language and domain-specific
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.
(W.6.2D)
Establish and maintain a formal/academic style,
approach, and form (W.6.2E)
Provide a concluding statement or section that
follows from the information or explanation
presented. (W.6.2F)

Production and Distribution of Writing
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization, voice and style are
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) (W.6.4)
With some guidance and support from peers and
adults, develop and strengthen writing as
needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting,
or trying a new approach. (W.6.5)
Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing as well as to
interact and collaborate with others;
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding
skills to type a minimum of three pages in a
single sitting. (W.6.6)

Research to Build and Present Knowledge
Conduct short research projects to answer a
question, drawing on several sources and
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. (W.6.7)
Gather relevant information from multiple print
and digital sources; assess the credibility of each
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism
and providing basic bibliographic information for
sources. (W.6.8)

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts
to support analysis, reflection, and research. (W.6.9)

Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary
nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the
argument and specific claims in a text,
distinguishing claims that are supported by
reasons and evidence from claims that are not”).
(W.6.9B)

Range of Writing
Write routinely over extended time frames (time
for research, reflection, metacognition/self
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences. (W.6.10)

Engage effectively in a range of collaborative
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts,

Knowledge Skill(s)
What facts and basic concepts should students know and be
able to recall? Students will know...
K1 Key Terms/Vocabulary

Argument
Claims
Reasons
Evidence
Credible sources
Sequencing
Multimedia
Author’s purpose
Text structure
Purpose
Point of view

K2 Different multimedia components that can be used to
enhance a presentation.

What discrete skills and processes should students be able to
use? Students will be skilled at...
S1 I can follow the writing process to present a clear

argument

S2 I can introduce and support a claim with clear
evidence and reasons

S3 I can craft a strong conclusion to wrap up my
argument

S4 I can include effective multimedia components that
will enhance my reader’s understanding of my
information

S5 I can carefully choose language so that my reader can
see relationships between my claims and evidence

S6 I can use eye contact, speak clearly, and at an
appropriate volume when I publicly present my
argument
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and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing
their own clearly. (SL.6.1)

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
studied required material; explicitly draw on that
preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas
under discussion (SL.6.1A)
Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles
as needed (SL.6.1B)
Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail by making comments that
contribute to the topic, text, or issue under
discussion (SL.6.1C)
Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives through reflection and
paraphrasing. (SL.6.1D)

Comprehension and Collaboration
Interpret information presented in diverse media
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally)
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or
issue under study. (SL.6.2)
Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific
claims, distinguishing claims that are supported
by reasons and evidence from claims that are
not. (SL.6.3)

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas
Present claims and findings, sequencing
ideas logically and using pertinent
descriptions, facts, and details to
accentuate main ideas or themes; use
appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., eye
contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation). (SL.6.4)
Include multimedia components (e.g.,
graphics, images, music, sound) and visual
displays in presentations to clarify
information. (SL.6.5)
Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks,
demonstrating command of formal English when
indicated or appropriate. (SL.6.6)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English grammar and usage when writing
or speaking (L.6.1)

Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case
(subjective, objective, possessive). (L.6.1A)
Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves).
(L.6.1B)
Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in
pronoun number and person (L.6.1C)
Recognize and correct vague pronouns (i.e.,
ones with unclear or ambiguous antecedents)
(L.6.1D)
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Recognize variations from standard English in
their own and others' writing and speaking, and
identify and use strategies to improve
expression in conventional language (L.6.1E)

Demonstrate command of the conventions of
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling when writing (L.6.2)

Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes)
to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.
(L.6.2A)
Spell correctly. (L.6.2B)

Use knowledge of language and its conventions
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening (L.6.3)

Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax),
reader/listener interest, and style/voice. (L.6.3A)
Maintain consistency in style and tone. (L.6.3B)

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on
grade 6 reading and content, choosing flexibly from
a range of strategies (L.6.4)

Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital,
to find the pronunciation of a word or determine
or clarify its precise meaning or its part of
speech (L.6.4C)
Verify the preliminary determination of the
meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking
the inferred meaning in context or in a
dictionary) (L.6.4D)

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use
Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate
general academic and domain-specific words
and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression. (L.6.6)

Stage 2: Assessment Evidence

Stage 3: Learning Plan
Alignment Code Learning Activities
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